
 

2012 Squadron Annual Award Winners 
 

423rd Civil Engineer Squadron 

423rd Communications Squadron 

423rd Force Support Squadron 

423rd Medical Squadron 

423rd Security Forces Squadron 

426th Air Base Squadron 

  



 

423rd Civil Engineer Squadron 

Airman of the Year 

Senior Airman Brandon Myers was selected as the 423rd Civil Engineer 
Squadron Airman of the Year. His hometown is DeLand, Fla. In 2012, Myers 
worked three base-wide unscheduled power outages, ensuring no 
interruption of critical operations at RAF Molesworth and RAF Alconbury in 
direct support of global intelligence and communications missions. He also 
prepared four tons of assets for turn-in with the Defense Logistics Agency, 
resulting in the return of $35,000 in Air Force assets to the supply system. 

 

 

NCO of the Year 

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Ravana was selected as the 423rd Civil Engineer Squadron 
NCO of the Year. His hometown is Manila, Philippines. In 2012, Ravana 
drafted a $1.5 million gym renovation project, creating 15 floor plans and 3D 
designs, resulting in the restoration of a 52-year old building to current 
industry standards. He also aided a $1.1 million intelligence data center 
installation project by authoring seven utility maps, averting costly 
construction delays to the Joint Intelligence Operations Center. 

 

 

Company Grade Officer of the Year  

Capt. Derek Gregory was selected as the 423rd Civil Engineer Squadron 
Company Grade Officer of the Year. His hometown is Franklin, N.C. In 2012, 
Gregory led a 92-member workforce in the execution of 14,000 work orders, 
65,000 man hours, and $4.8 million MoD labor resulting in $1.2 billion in real 
property being mission ready. He also deployed 179 days to Kabul as a Joint 
Engineer Project Manager, validating, reviewing and soliciting approval for 
projects valued at $6 million spanning six Regional Commands and 330 bases. 

  



 

Civilian Category I 

Paul Oakes was selected as the 423rd Civil Engineer Squadron Civilian 
Category I of the Year. His hometown is Ayr, Scotland. In 2012, Oakes drove 
a shift of 27 firefighters’ DoD certification rate from 85 to 96 percent in six 
months, resulting in being the best in USAFE.  He also built a new firefighter 
maintenance program for an aging $10 million fire truck fleet, resulting in 
winning a “Top Wheels” award and “Outstanding” rating by the 501 Combat 
Support Wing Logistics. 

 

 

Civilian Category II 

Dean De Guzman was selected as the 423rd Civil Engineer Squadron Civilian Category II of the Year. His 
hometown is Honolulu, Hawaii. In 2012, De Guzman corrected 10 SAV items in three months, including 
closing 384 MICT questions, resulting in being 100 percent compliant for the 2012 USAFE CUI. He also 
supervised daily operations for two fire stations, ECC and 10 fire trucks, resulting in zero lost assets and 
personnel in over 67 emergencies. 
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423rd Communications Squadron 

Airman of the Year 

Staff Sgt. Jessica Lubold was selected as the 423rd Communications Squadron Airman of the Year. Her 
hometown is Halifax, Penn. In 2012, Lubold was instrumental to her section passing an Air Force 
Network Integration Communications Security inspection of more than 900 items with zero major 
findings. Her four-member team was lauded by inspectors for their outstanding management and 
safekeeping of these vital assets. Additionally, she flawlessly processed a United States Battlefield 
Information, Collection, & Exploitation Systems' emergency request and dispatched five keys within 
eight hours, which enabled uninterrupted security network capabilities in direct support of deployed 
coalition forces in the Iraq and Afghanistan warfighting areas. 

 

NCO of the Year 

Tech. Sgt. Quentin Hawkins was selected as the 423rd Communications 
Squadron Noncommissioned of the Year. His hometown is Corpus Christi, 
Texas. In 2012, Hawkins was handpicked to lead the Royal Air Force 
Molesworth and Royal Air Force Alconbury portion of the $5 million Air 
Force Network migration. His efforts dramatically improved the Air Force's 
network security posture and eased the United Kingdom-wide network 
access for almost 800,000 users. Additionally, Hawkins managed the 
installation of a Military Health Systems network upgrade to provide global 
access to 133,000 health care providers which will improve the health care 
to 9.6 million beneficiaries. 

 

Senior NCO of the Year 

Master Sgt. Raymond Caudillo was selected as the 423rd Communications 
Squadron Senior Noncommissioned of the Year. His hometown is Detroit, 
Mich. In 2012, Caudillo deployed for more than six months to Kuwait where 
he excelled as the Kuwait Mail Control Activity chief. He led a five-member 
team that served 25 central command sites and installations. Additionally, he 
successfully negotiated a Mail Control Activity handlers contract ultimately 
securing a five-year deal that certified 87 local nationals to avert $3.1 million 
in military deployment costs. 

 

 



Company Grade Officer of the Year  

Capt. Ivan Brown was selected as the 423rd Communications Squadron 
Company Grade Officer of the Year. His hometown is Mohave Valley, Ariz. In 
2012, Brown deployed to Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, where his 85-
member team activated United States Central Command's first Doppler and 
tactical air navigation system, to provide safety of flight for 2,600 aircraft 
launches per month.  Additionally, Captain Brown drove an upgrade to 
Bagram's Land Mobile Radio network, which resulted in a state-of-the-art, 
over-the-air-rekey capability, which saved more than 520 man-hours 
annually. 
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423rd Force Support Squadron 

Civilian Category II 

Christine Kaleikini was selected as the 423rd Force Support Squadron Civilian 
Category II of the Year. She calls Lewiston, Idaho, home. In 2012, Kaleikini 
stood out among the community when she worked hard to improve the 
health and welfare of 550 children at RAF Alconbury. She organized a 
American Kids Run event for 230 children and rallied another 290 children to 
support the London Olympics kick-off event by attending Michelle Obama's 
"Let's Move" event. Finally for these efforts, Kaleikini's Youth Center team 
was recognized as the major command's Youth Program of the Year. 

 

Honor Guard 

Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Empson was selected as the 423rd Force Support Squadron 
Honor Guard Member of the Year. He has been in the Air Force for nearly 12 
years and calls Spokane, Wash., home. In 2012, Empson posted colors as 
part of a four-member team responsible for infusing class and honor at 
1940s base hanger dance where more than 600 United States and United 
Kingdom personnel were in attendance. He also trained four Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Cadets on proper flag-folding procedures and was the lead 
guardsman responsible for performing the National Prayer Luncheon and 
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action remembrance ceremony for 110 guests. 

 

Civilian Volunteer 

Beth Cooper was selected as the 423rd Force Support Squadron Civilian 
Volunteer of the Year. Although born in Buffalo N.Y., she claims Scotland as 
her hometown. In 2012, Cooper choreographed and recorded a large 
caroling event with the children of Alconbury Youth Programs, creating a 
hugely popular “Holiday Video” for military members located away from 
family in deployed locations. She also processed Christmas mail for 7,000 
base members and participated as a member of the Women's Royal 
Volunteer service filling a long time vacancy at the local hospital gift shop. 
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423rd Medical Squadron 

Airman of the Year 

Senior Airman Jaressa Ross was selected as the 423rd Medical Squadron 
Airman of the Year. Her hometown is Flint, Mich. The 501st Combat Support 
Wing Combined Limited Scope Medical Treatment facilities were named 
USAFE’s Medium Dental Clinic of the Year in 2012. In addition, Ross was 
selected as the 501st CSW AFMS Outstanding Dental Airman of the Year in 
2012. Ross directly supported three dentists throughout 7,500 procedures 
and 272 patients amassing approximately $460,000 in dental care 
contributing to over $1 million in 2012. 

 

NCO of the Year 

Tech. Sgt. Jesus Espinoza Ogarcia was selected as the 423rd Medical 
Squadron NCO of the Year. His hometown is Indio, Calif. As the sole mental 
health technician, he was selected as the 501st Combat Support Wing 
Outstanding Mental Health NCO of the Year in 2012. While serving as the 
Family Member Relocation Clearance Coordinator, Espinoza Ogarcia 
screened 120 families and linked 80 to local medical services ensuring timely 
care for Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine families with exceptional medical 
needs. Additionally, he triaged nine high-risk families during their overseas 
medical clearance process, saving the Air Force $225,000 in relocation costs. 

 

Company Grade Officer of the Year  

Capt. Abraham Diaz was selected as the 423rd Medical Squadron Company 
Grade Officer of the Year. His hometown is Honolulu, Hawaii. He was 
selected as the 501st CSW AFMS Biomedical Clinician Category 1 CGO of the 
Year in 2012. Diaz oversaw the Wing Suicide Prevention Program, delivering 
suicide prevention training and resources to 7,500 Air Force and joint 
personnel. Additionally he organized the Family Advocacy treatment and 
prevention programs for RAF Alconbury, RAF Croughton and RAF Menwith 
Hill which provide support to total community of more than 12,000 military 
families. 
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423rd Security Forces Squadron 

Airman of the Year 

Senior Airman Nicholas Mylius was selected as the 423rd Security Forces 
Squadron Airman of the Year. His hometown is Yuma, Ariz. In 2012, he was 
selected to brief security force mission capabilities to the Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air Force and was handpicked by the wing commander to 
attend the Capital Hill Summit. He also deployed in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation New Dawn where he protected 11,000 
personnel and secured $10 biilion in assets. 

 

 

NCO of the Year 

Tech. Sgt. Terry Bufkin was selected as the 423rd Security Forces Squadron Noncommissioned Officer of 
the Year. His hometown is Montgomery, Ala. In 2012, he led unit supply operations which he directly 
logged and issued $600,000 in equipment to 129 unit members who worked at three bases. He also 
scored an 98 percent on his flight chief evaluation earning an "Exceptionally Well Qualified" rating. 

 

Senior NCO of the Year 

Master Sgt. Michael Esquer was selected as the 423rd Security Forces 
Squadron Senior NCO of the Year. His hometown is Los Angeles. In 2012, he 
was recognized by United States Air Forces Europe Inspector General as a 
"Superior Performer" and "Outstanding Team" for his superior efforts during 
the compliance inspection. He also earned his Professional Management 
Certificate through the Community College of the Air Force and completed 
four college courses while maintaining a 3.83 grade point average. 

 

  



 

Civilian Category I 

Stewart Rowland was selected as the 423rd Security Forces Squadron Civilian 
Category I of the Year. His hometown is Indianapolis. In 2012, he authored 
the groups security forces management information system instruction, 
energizing a dormant program which established guidance in line with Air 
Force requirements. He also worked directly with Her Majesty's 
Revenue/Customs enabling base members to properly handle tax 
assessments and fuel permits. 

 

 

Civilian Category II 

Terence Andrews was selected as the 423rd Security Forces Squadron Civilian Category II of the Year. His 
hometown is Bangor, North Wales. In 2012, he organized the $2 million vindicator alarm system 
upgrade which vastly improved the security for $680 million in Department of Defense assets. He also 
managed the installation's resource protection program, identifying security requirements to ensure 
resources were properly protected. 
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426th Air Base Squadron 

NCO of the Year 

Tech. Sgt. Shawn Austin was selected as the 426th Air Base Squadron NCO of the Year. His hometown is 
Rocky Point, N.Y. In 2012, Austin consolidated three communications lines into one saving the USAF 
$23,000 annually while increasing data transmission speeds by 75 percent. He also coordinated the 
removal of legacy AFN radio equipment at a savings, generating an additional savings of $15,000 
annually. 

 

Senior NCO of the Year 

Master Sgt. Ricky Willis was selected as the 426th Air Base Squadron Senior NCO of the Year. His 
hometown is Cape Neddick, Maine. In 2012, Willis led 18 Airman across eight functional areas providing 
base level support to all DOD Departments attached to NATO. He also supervised the base cyber 
operations; base records management; postal operations; cyber transport; and plans and programs, 
resulting in work centers earning excellent ratings during MAJCOM and wing inspections. 
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